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Box No. I Basis of the report 


1. 


With regard to the language, this report is based on: 








] 


The international application in the language in which it was filed 






□ 


A translation of the international application into 
translation furnished for the purposes of: 


, which is the language of a 








1 1 international search (under Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1 (b)) 










1 [ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4(a)) 










1 1 international preliminary examination (Rules 55.2(a) and/or 55.3(a)) 




2. 


With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally 
filed" a7id are not annexed to this report): 




□ 


the international application as originally filed/furnished 






H 


I 


the description: 

pages 1, 4, 6 - 18 as originally filed/furnished 










pages* 2, 3, 5 received by this Authority on 240ctober 2005 with the letter of 24 October 2005 








pages * received by this Authority on with the letter of 






X 




the claims: 

pages as originally filed/furnished 










pages* as ainended (together with any statement) under Article 19 








pages*19 - 23 received by this Authority on 240ctober 2005 with the letter of 240ctober 2005 








pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 






X 




the drawings: 

pages 1-5 as originally filed/furnished 

pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 

pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 






□ 




a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 


3. 


□ 




The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

1 1 the description, pages 

1 1 the claims, Nos. 

1 I the drawings, sheets/figs 

1 1 the sequence listing (specify): 

I I any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 






□ 




This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 

70.2(c)). 








[ 1 the description, pages 










1 1 the claims, Nos, 










1 1 the drawings, sheets/figs 










1 1 the sequence listing (specify): 










1 I any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 




* 


If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded, " 
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International application No. 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 




YES 




Claims 


1-26 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 




YES 




Claims 


1-26 


NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


1-26 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Dl: US 2003/0195839 A 

D2: WO 2003/03 8723 A ' 

D3: WO 2002/103477 A 

D4: US 2002/0 123959 A 

D5 : US 2002/0062276 A 

D6: CA 2282173 A 

D7: WO 2000/034899 A 



Novelty and Inventive Step - Claims 1 to 26 

The invention defined by all claims lacks novelty and inventiveness in light of Dl, D2, D3, D4, D5, D6 and D7, 
each of which discloses all of the essential features of the invention. Any differences between the claims and the 
citations are inessential features and/or elements of the common general knowledge in the art. 

The amendments introduce the feature of creating a record of the communication between the prospective 
purchaser and the person managing the sale into the claims. These citations all disclose online auctioning 
systems where bids are sent from a prospective purchaser to an auctioneer. These bids (ie communications) must 
in all cases be stored for the auctioning systems to work. 

For example 

Dl See Figure 5, item 240 and associated description 

D2 See Pages 5 and 6 with regard to the description of Figure 3. 

D3 See figure 1, item 22, auction database 

D4 See Figure IB, item 33. 

D5 See paragraph [0058] 

D6 See Figure 3, item 52 

D7 See Figure 3 item 307 

Claims 1 to 26 are not novel and do not involve an inventive step. 
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transaction, the system comprising: 

obtaining means operable to obtain Information 
pertaining to an object that Is for sale; 

foarwardlng means operable to forward the Information 
5 pertaining to the object to a first computing device that 
Is arranged to present the Information to a prospective 
purchaser; and 

establishing means operable to establish a 
communicating means associated with the first computing 
10 device and a second computing device that is used by a 
person managing a sale of the object, the communicating 
means being such that it allows the prospective purchaser 
and the person mtanaging the sale to use the first computing 
device and the second computing device, respectively, to 
15 communicate with each other in relation to the sale of the 
object, the communicating means also being arranged to 
create a record of communication between the prospective 
purchaser and the person managing the sale. 

2 0 Thus, in the case where the sale of the object is 

being conducted by auction the present invention provides 
the advantages of allowing the person managing the sale of 
the object (for example, an auctioneer) to accept bids for 
the object from parties who are unable to attend a venue at 

25 which the auction is being held. Furthermore, the present 
invention allows the person managing the sale to Interact 
with the parties unable to attend the venue, thereby 
allowing the person managing the sale to control the 
progress of the auction. 

30 

Preferably, the communicating means is operable to 
assist the person managing the sale to conduct the sale in 
accordance with an auction process or a tender process. 

35 Thus, providing the person with assistance in 

managing the sale provides the advantage of allowing the 
person managing the sale to focus on interacting with the 
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crowd. By way of example, the connnunicating means provides 
assistance by automatically presenting the prospective 
purchaser with information that indicates when the tender 
process is due to close. 

Preferable, the tender process comprises a closed 
tender process or an open tender process. 

As persons skilled in the art will readily 
appreciate, a closed tender process is one in which persons 
are unable to view submitted tenders until the deadline for 
submitting offers has passed. In contrast to a closed 
tender, an open tender is such that tender submission are 
open for viewing before the deadline for submitting offers 
15 has passed. 

Preferably, the communicating means is operable to 
restrict an ability of the prospective purchaser to 
communicate with the person managing the sale based on 
whether the prospective person is registered to participate 
in the sale of the object. 

Thus, being able to restrict the ability of the 
prospective purchaser to communicate with the person 
managing the sale provides the advantage of minimising the 
likelihood of "dtammy' offers to purchase the object being 
made. 

Thus, the record provides the advantage of allowing 
the communication between the prospective purchaser and the 
person managing the sale to be analysed. 

Preferably, the communicating means is operable to 
allow a party to use a third computing device to access and 
35 edit the information pertaining to the sale. 



20 



25 



30 
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Preferably, the object comprises real estate. 

According to a second aspect of the present invention 
there is provided a method for facilitating a transaction, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

obtaining information pertaining to an object that is 
for sale; 

forwarding the information pertaining to the object 
to a first computing device that is arranged to present the 
information to a prospective purchaser; and 

establishing a communicating means associated with 
the first coittputing device and a second computing device 
that is used by a person managing a sale of the object, the 
15 communicating means being such that it allows the 

prospective purchaser and the person managing the sale to 
use the first computing device and the second confuting 
device, respectively, to communicate with each other in 
relation to the sale of the object, the communicating means 
also being arranged to create a record of commiinication 
between the prospective purchaser and the person managing 
the sale. 



20 



25 



30 



35 



Preferably, the communicating means is operable to 
assist the person managing the sale to conduct the sale in 
accordance with an auction process or a tender process. 

Preferable, the tender process con^rises a closed 
tender process or an open tender process. 

Preferably, the communicating means is operable to 
restrict an ability of the prospective purchaser to 
communicate with the person managing the sale based on 
whether the prospective person is registered to participate 
in the sale of the object. 
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CLAIMS : 

1. A system for facilitating a transaction, the 
system comprising: 

5 obtaining means operable to obtain information 

pertaining to an object that is for sale; 

forwarding means operable to forward the information 
pertaining to the object to a first computing device that 
is arranged to present the information to a prospective 
10 purchaser; and 

establishing means operable to establish a 
communicating means associated with the first con«)uting 
device and a second computing device that is used by a 
person managing a sale of the object, the communicating 
means being such that it allows the prospective purchaser 
and the person managing the sale to use the first computing 
device and the second computing device, respectively, to 
communicate with each other in relation to the sale of the 
object, the communicating means also being arranged to 
create a record of communication between the prospective 
purchaser and the person managing the sale. 

2. The system as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
communicating means is operable to assist the person 
managing the sale to conduct the sale in accordance with an 
auction process or a tender process. 



15 



20 



25 



3. The system as claimed in claim 2, wherein the 
tender process comprises a closed tender process or an open 

30 tender process. 

4. The system as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 
3, wherein the communicating means is operable to restrict 
an ability of the prospective purchaser to communicate with 

35 the person managing the sale based on whether the 

prospective person is registered to participate in the sale 
of the object. 
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25 



30 



35 



5. The system as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 

4, wherein the communicating means is operable to allow a 
party to use a third computing device to access and edit 
the information pertaining to the sale. 

6. The system as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 

5, wherein the obtaining means is operable to obtain the 
information pertaining to the object from a computer system 
via a first communication network. 



7. The system as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 

6, wherein the obtaining means is operable to determine 
whether it is authorised to receive the information 

15 pertaining to the object. 

8. The system as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 

7, wherein the forwarding means is operable to use a second 
communication network in order to forward the information 
pertaining to the object to the first computing device. 

9. The system as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 

8, wherein the obtaining means is operable to obtain 
additional information associated with an agency engaged by 
an owner of the object to oversee the sale of the object, 
whilst the forwarding means is operable to forward the 
additional information to the first con«)uting device which 
is arranged to present the additional information to the 
prospective purchaser. 

10. The system as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 

9, wherein the information pertaining to the sale 
comprises: an image of the object; details of the sale; 
and/or a contract for the sale of the object. 

11. The system as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 

10, wherein the object comprises real estate. 
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12 . A method for facilitating a transaction, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

obtaining information pertaining to an object that is 
for sale; 

forwarding the information pertaining to the object 
to a first computing device that is arranged to present the 
information to a prospective purchaser; and 

establishing a communicating means associated with 
the first computing device and a second computing device 
that is used by a person managing a sale of the object, the 
communicating means being such that it allows the 
prospective purchaser and the person managing the sale to 
use the first computing device and the second computing 
device, respectively, to communicate with each other in 
relation to the sale of the object, the communicating means 
also being arranged to create a record of communication 
between the prospective purchaser and the person managing 
the sale . 

13. The method as claimed in claim 12, wherein the 
communicating means is operable to assist the person 
managing the sale to conduct the sale in accordance with an 
auction process or a tender process. 

14. The method as claimed in claim 13, wherein the 
tender process comprises a closed tender process or an open 
tender process. 



15. The method as claimed in any one of claims 13 to 
14, wherein the communicating means is operable to restrict 
an ability of the prospective purchaser to communicate with 
the person managing the sale based on whether the 
prospective person is registered to participate in the sale 

35 of the object. 

16. The method as claimed in any one of claims 13 to 
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15, wherein the communicating means is operable to allow a 
party to use a third computing device to access and edit 
the information pertaining . to the object. 

17. The method as claimed in any one of claims 13 to 

16, wherein the step of obtaining the information 
pertaining to the object comprises obtaining the 
information from a computer system via a communication 
network. 

18. The method as claimed in any one of claims 13 to 

17, wherein the step of obtaining the information 
pertaining to the object comprises determining whether the 
information pertaining to the object is authorised to be 

15 obtained. 

19 . The method as claimed in any one of claims 13 to 

18, wherein the step of forwarding the information 
comprises using a communication network in order to forward 
the information pertaining to the sale to the first 
computing device. 

20. The method as claimed in any one of claims 13 to 

19, wherein the method further comprises the step of 
obtaining additional information associated with an agency 
engaged by an owner of the object to oversee the sale of 
the object, whilst the step of forwarding the information 
comprises forwarding the additional information to the 
first computing device which is arranged to present the 
additional infonaation to the prospective purchaser. 

21. The method as claimed in any one of claims 13 to 
20, wherein the information pertaining to the sale 
comprises: an image of the object; details of the sale; 
and/or a contract for the sale of the object. 

22. The method as claimed in any one of claims 13 to 



20 



25 



30 



35 
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21, wherein the object comprises real estate. 

23. A computer program that comprises at least 
instruction for causing a computing device to carry out the 

5 method as claimed in any one of claims 12 to 22. 

24. A computer readable medium comprising the 
computer program claimed in claim 23. 



25. The system as claimed in claim 1 and 
substantially as herein described with reference to the 
accompanying figures. 

26. The method as claimed in claim 12 and 

15 substantially as herein described with reference to the 
accompanying figures. 
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